
  

Making waves along Marine Way 

Exmouth in Bloom 2016 
 



Welcome to Exmouth, a place of great natural beauty 
  

  
  

 Two miles of sandy beach, pebble-bed heath 

nature reserves, River Exe bird sanctuaries, 

SSSI, AONB, RAMSAR, Exe cycle trail, SW 

coastal footpath 

 Gateway to the Jurassic Coast and UNESCO 

World Heritage Site, marked by a geo-needle 

 18th century holiday resort, first in Devon,  

 A la Ronde, a National Trust property 

 Notable visitors Lady Byron & Lady Nelson 

 Lifeboat station here since 1803 

 Reputation for water sports, sailing, cycling, 

fishing, walking, award-winning chefs 

 Fairtrade and Transition Town 

 Special events: band concerts, national kite 

surfing championships, national surf life-saving 

championships, mussel festival, music and arts 

festival, kite festival, donor campaign event, velo vintage cycle parade, pride 

festival, illuminated carnival, Christmas Cracker, Christmas Day swim, Boxing 

Day fun run, New Year’s Eve fancy dress and fireworks 

Green spaces, gardens and parks give the reputation ‘Town of Flowers’ 
  

‘Never the end of your journey but truly the beginning’ (our Town Crier) 
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Introduction to Exmouth in Bloom 
  

 Exmouth in Bloom began forty-seven years ago.  

 It has grown and evolved and now works fully in partnership with the Town, 

District and County Councils to ensure quality floral displays in the town.  

 We have consistently won gold in the South West in Bloom regional 

competition. 

 The committee is a group of 14 

enthusiastic volunteers, 

supported by a team of 16 

helpers who join our working 

parties.   

 As a team we aim to make a 

positive difference to our 

surroundings and to enhance 

the beautiful location in which 

we live. 

 In recent years the Bloom group has helped to drive forward the transition 

to more permanent planting, using Mediterranean varieties, with a view to 

adapting to climate change and always with an eye on sustainability, the 

provision of habitats for wildlife and making space for indigenous wild 

flowers. 

 We are proud guardians of pelargonium ‘Pride of Exmouth’. 

 Our aim is to provide ever improving and attractive displays 

of plants and flowers, and to involve all the community, 

elderly residents, children, young people, businesses and the 

many voluntary groups which thrive in the town. 

 We produced the Floral Trail leaflet to demonstrate that 

Exmouth is a place that residents can be proud of and 

visitors can enjoy. 

 It’s a great honour to be selected for the national finals, the “Oscars of 

community gardening”, to quote Roger Burnett on Radio Devon. 
  

Facebook Friends: 

“Beautiful flowers on the way to the station.  Well done Exmouth in Bloom”  

“We have a lovely new display of plants and flowers outside the library - thanks again to 

the wonderful Exmouth in Bloom 😊” 

“The Exmouth in Bloom group always produce some fabulous floral arrangements 

throughout the town. They should all be really proud of themselves. We salute each and 

every one of you. Thank you.” 

“We often come for a drive to Exmouth and my mother would like to express her 

thanks for your wonderful flowers. They are so colourful and never fail to delight us. 

Please pass on our thanks to those that plant and maintain them.”      Torquay resident  
www.exmouthinbloom.org.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/www.exmouthinbloom.org.uk/
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Review of last year - July 2015 

 
 

  

Weeding 'Margaret Jean' 

Plant stall at Transplant Awareness 

Day 

Judging Neighbourhood Group 

Judges in Manor Gardens 

Street Collection 
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August 2015 

Prize-winners 

 

    

 

 

Mike Vine and the Manor Gardens 

team with the Green Flag award 

Mr Hakewill in his winning front garden 

in the local gardening competition 

Mervyn Jackson, champion winner of the local 

gardening competition, receiving his prize from 

sponsor Richard King of Kings Garden Centre 

The Manor Hotel, best hotel garden 

Penny Simeone with recycled containers, 

runner up in the competition 

Bassetts Farm School with their prize 
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September 2015 

Presentations and preparations 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Gold at Dartmouth - we're delighted Pat Graham receives a bouquet from 

Jonathan Dimbleby in recognition of her MBE 

Mayor of Exmouth presents award to 

winners of 'best recycled item' 

Winners of the local gardening competition 

with their trophies at the annual presentation 

evening at Exmouth Rugby Club, sponsored by 

Kings Garden Centre, Otter Nurseries 

and St Bridget’s Nursery 

Strimming the bank on Marine Way 

prior to removing the grass 

and sowing wildflower seeds 

Weeding the underpass bed 

which was planted in July, 

before adding more shrubs 
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October 2015 

Out and about 

 

 

  

Our float in the Carnival 'Keeping Exmouth 

Shipshape' won second prize 

More planting in the underpass bed 

Strimming a neglected corner prior to 

removing the grass and sowing wildflower 

seeds.  The Explorer Scouts planted 

recycled daffodil bulbs here too. 

Planting another sack of daffodil bulbs in the 

bank along Marine Way 

Explorer Scouts planting troughs round 

bus stops in the Parade 

Tubs in Manchester Road still full of 

colour.  The phormiums are well-

established now to withstand the wind. 
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November & December 2015  

 

  

Plant stall at Christmas Cracker 

 with cyclamen planted by Explorer Scouts 

Stall at Winter Wonderland 

Planting crocus with Rotary 

Preschool planters? 

Preparing to sow wildflowers 



 

8 
 

January & February 2016 

  

Off to Birmingham for enlightenment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Troughs planted by Explorer Scouts 

Pride in Park 5 star winners 

Planting trees & shrubs in bank 

Moving phormiums to make fish bed 

Bramble team in action,  

and afterwards in front of 

finalists’ banner 
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March 2016 

  

 

  

Removing ivy from trees, 

 a triumphant team 

Daffodils in the bank; 

always more to plant 

Rotary crocus feature 

‘End polio now’ 

in Phear Park 

Spring clean at Salterton Road beds 

rescued from being grassed over 
Launch of 2016 Friends scheme at 

Roswell Court - lovely garden & residents 
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April 2016 

Spring in Exmouth 

 

 

 

  

Bapton Lane park raised bed The new fish bed emerges 

Flower beds in Manor Gardens 

Town Council tower 

outside the sports centre 

Colour surrounds the 

‘Welcome to Exmouth’ sign 

on Exeter Road 

Junction of Bradham Lane 

and Salterton Road pretty in 

pink 
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May 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Parade 

Plant stall at Carnival Fun Day 

Launch of Garden Competition at Tythe Cottage, 

winner from 2015 

Planting boat for the summer 

Arrival of recycled boat from boatyard to 

Marine Way, the new Victoria.  Mark Sansom is 

in the RNLI so was pleased with the name. 
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June 2016 

Planting and Selling 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bapton Lane park - planted red, white 

and blue in raised beds; 

 we’ll replant with perennials in the 

autumn for sustainability 

Delivery of bedding plants from 

Bristol Nurseries Plant stall at Festival's West Country 

Traditions weekend - record sales 

Launch of 2017 calendar at World of Country 

Life, the main sponsor.  We were joined for the 

photo by an eagle owl and a baby goat. 

Rainbows planting troughs 

at the station (beyond the 

buffers for safety) in red, 

white and blue 

Eager planters at Withycombe Raleigh 

Preschool 
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A: Horticultural achievement - A1: Impact 
  

 Colour scheme – we chose red, white and blue at the 

station, library and Bapton Lane park in celebration of the 

Queen’s 90th birthday, with gold crowns on the troughs.   

 She used purple and cream for her birthday colours, so 

we’ve included purple in most of our planting schemes. 

Choice of plants – we planted geranium Fairy Berry in the 

boats for impact; our other locations have mixed perennial and 

bedding plants.   

 Wind-tolerant plants are selected for the Marine Way 

roundabout, seafront pots and the Manchester Road tubs.  

 The shallow depth of soil at the roundabout also dictated 

what would flourish there, and we are delighted and relieved 

that the plants came through the winter so well.   

 We’ve continued to plant bulbs in the Marine Way bank, also 

sown perennial wildflower seeds there and in neglected patches 

– the full result won’t be evident this year. 

 Presentation – our team enjoy weeding, deadheading and pruning.  The trees 

alongside the station have been pruned to give clean trunks up to a height of 2m.  

This gives a clear and pleasing sightline.  We also removed brambles and ivy. 

 

 A2: Horticultural practice 
 Cultivation & maintenance 

 Compost is topped up each season we plant 

 We use slow-release fertiliser and water-retaining gel in all our planters 

 In August we water them with a general feed 

 All the hanging baskets, troughs and flower towers, that we have 

responsibility for watering, have reservoirs 

 The wire baskets were replaced with Amberol self-watering baskets last 

year, a worthwhile investment 

 We employ a waterer to fill the reservoirs once a week, more if the weather 

is hot and dry 
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 Special feature – three fish are back in a new bed at the end of Marine Way.  

Exmouth was a national finalist in 2008, 

and feedback from the judges suggested 

combining the three beds outside the 

swimming pool into one for impact.  You 

might ask why it’s taken so long – this part 

of town has been earmarked as a transport 

hub, with the final layout decided last year.  

So, as we’re in the national finals again this 

year, we have combined the beds into a 

wavy design and installed the fish. 

 New bed designed by committee member Graham Bell 

 After the summer we will replant with perennials for sustainability 
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A3: Residential & community gardening 
  

 We celebrate Exmouth’s gardeners by holding a competition each year, with 

19 categories describing most situations: 

 Child’s garden, school garden, container display, hanging basket, use of 

recycled item, vegetable plot, front and rear garden, wildlife friendly 

garden, business premises, community effort, guest house, hotel, public 

building, care home and sports club. 

 Two large allotment sites (300 and 120 plots) are well-run and popular 
 

 
 

 

 

  

Winner Mrs Holman in 

her tiny front garden 

All Saints church 

The rope walk garden, 

best community effort 

Outside the library, planted by 

Exmouth in Bloom, sponsored by 

Renaissance Chorus 

Holy 

Trinity 

church 

https://www.facebook.com/ExmouthLibrary/photos/a.968381613196415.1073741828.968364019864841/1210681695633071/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/ExmouthLibrary/photos/a.968381613196415.1073741828.968364019864841/1210681695633071/?type=3
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A4: Business areas & premises 

  
    

 

Troughs at bus 

stops and in The 

Parade 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Wisteria at the clinic Car park at Magnolia Centre 

Tythe Cottage pub 

Liverton Business Park 

Devoncourt Hotel garden 
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A5: Green spaces 

Exmouth is blessed with many open public spaces, parks and gardens, each with 

a different character.  They can be highly manicured like Manor Gardens, or full 

of amenities like Phear Park, or more natural, like the valley parks that follow 

the stream to the sea.  The seafront gardens are what every tourist expects to 

see at the seaside, though one area of carpet bedding has been replaced with 

wild flowers.  The Exe cycle path is a green corridor alongside the river. 

 Manor Gardens and Phear Park received 5 stars in the Pride in Park 

awards last year.  They both host many family-based activities. 

 Manor Gardens has four beds that we help schools design and plant each 

year.  A rose bed was grubbed up due to black spot (we were given 8 bushes 

to replant in Bapton Lane park) and we helped a fifth school replant it with 

perennials.  Wildflowers are sown here too. 

 Phear Park is the location of Rotary’s crocus display to “End polio now”, 

which we were pleased to help plant up.  Another project is underway. 

 Valley parks follow the Bapton stream valley 

from Dennesdene Farm to Phear Park. Transition 

Town planted trees here.  We are tending the 3 

raised beds in Bapton Lane park. 
 The Strand is the town’s central open space 

though not very green, dominated by the War 

Memorial, providing seating and table tennis, and 

used for many events including the Wednesday 

Farmers Market.  The first magnolia grandifolia 

arrived here in the 18th century and is called 

‘Exmouth’.  One is growing by the TSB. 
 Magnolia Centre is the pedestrianised shopping 

centre with a rose bed and raised beds for flowers 

and shrubs. We have 3 flower towers and 2 herb beds 

here. 
 The seafront gardens are a mix of bedding and 

perennial planting.  Behind them is a shady walk 

parallel to the beach with trees and bat boxes. 

 Gun Cliff Gardens and The Beacon have elevated positions due to their 

historic uses, one for firing, the other for signalling, out to sea. 

 Marine Way bank and verge have received much attention from Bloom 

volunteers, as it’s the main approach road into Exmouth.  We plant bulbs in 

the bank every autumn; we clear brambles and ivy every winter; we are 

trying to establish wildflowers in the bank with trees and shrubs, 
 Imperial Recreation Ground overlooks the estuary and has a new play park.  
 Verges and greens with mature trees and shrubs – we are grateful they 

have not been concreted over! 
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B: Environmental responsibility - B1: Conservation & biodiversity 
 Exmouth in Bloom’s local gardening competition has a category for wildlife-

friendly gardens, sponsored by Birds & Bees. a local charity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bee-friendly plants are used as much as 

possible, especially perennials, the three 

herb beds we look after in town, and 

wildflowers we’ve planted in the Marine 

Way bank, on verges and along the Exe 

cycle path. 

 We plant trees wherever we can. 

 Devon Wildlife Trust has a wildlife 

allotment to demonstrate how to attract 

wildlife into the garden 

 Conservation sites: Bystock Ponds (DWT), 

Orcombe Point (National Trust), the Maer 

nature reserve (EDDC), the Exe Estuary 

Wildlife-friendly garden winners, Bassett Farm 

School, with sponsor Karen Turner from Birds & Bees 

Chris Strong, runner-up, 

wildlife-friendly garden  

Green-winged orchids at geo-

needle – habitat saved when NT 

moved fence at Orcombe Point 

Bystock Ponds, dragonfly heaven, also has 

heathland and a wildflower meadow.  DWT 

purchased it this year from SW Water 
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B2: Resource management 
  

 We recycle bags, plants, weeds, bulbs, seeds, 

flowerpots, even a boat  

 Take weeds to Council composter 

 Share seeds, seedlings & plants 

 Make shopping bags from recycled shirts 

 Recycle flowerpots at garden centre  

 Replant rose bushes and bulbs from Council 

 Offer plants from boats to public at end of 

season 

 Old boat ‘Victoria’ sent to Northants for 

use in private garden 

 ‘Best use of recycled item’ category in our 

local gardening competition 

 Recycled barrels are used by our waterer, 

filled at bore hole 

 Water butts used at church and allotments 

 Cemetery at St John in the Wilderness has compost facility 

 Men’s Shed made our noticeboard & crowns from reused wood 

 Repair Café – aims to end ‘throw-

away’ society by mending equipment 

instead of sending it to landfill 

 Use of freecycle website to source 

and swap unwanted items eg plants 

 Reduce, reuse & recycle to minimise 

our demand on natural resources and 

protect the environment. 
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B3: Local heritage 

 Natural heritage 

 Please see inside back 

cover for heritage plants 

 Exmouth dates back 250 

million years to the 

Triassic period, and is the 

gateway to the Jurassic Coast, best seen from a 

Stuart Line cruise boat 
  

 Community landmarks 

 Our boats are named after former Exmouth 

lifeboats.  The boat we acquired this year is 

Victoria, replacing the original Victoria that was 

badly strimmed.  Discovering we couldn’t 

destroy fibre glass, we recycled her to a new 

home in a friend’s garden in Northants. 

 Blue plaques denote 33 places of historical 

interest around the town, the heritage trail.  

 The water wheel outside Manor Gardens was 

originally part of Withycombe Mill on the 

Withycombe brook 

 The Rope walk garden at the Quay is the site of 

a rope-making industry serving the docks 

 The Beacons in the Georgian conservation area 

were used to signal out to sea.  We’ve planted 

the tops with yuccas and lotus as ‘beacons’ 

 Gun Cliff Gardens, thought to be the first look-

out station at the mouth of the Exe in Roman 

times, has defended the narrow channel ever 

since. For example, in the Civil War the site was 

garrisoned to prevent seaborne relief to the 

besieged Royalists in Exeter.  

 The clocktower on the sea front was built in 

1897 for Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee 
  

 Heritage sites 
A la Ronde, built in 1786, is a sixteen-sided house 

and garden overlooking the estuary.  We took part in 

their Christmas Tree festivals.  An orchard is being 

established there. 2016 is the National Trust’s 25th 

anniversary here. 
 The first lifeboat station was built in 1803. 
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B4: Local environmental quality 
  

 Litter picks on the estuary, 

beach and in town – we don’t 

organise our own, but join in 

those organised by Exe Estuary, 

Surfers Against Sewage, 

Exmouth Tidy Group, Clean for 

the Queen, 2-minute clean etc 
  

 Graffiti, vandalism, 

fly-posting, dog-

fouling, can all be 

reported to EDDC’s 

StreetScene online 
  

 Water courses - RHS encourages people to 

not pave over permeable ground, and 

SW Water’s Downstream Thinking is 

researching alternatives.  We ask the 

Council if we can tend flower beds that are in danger 

of being removed due to staff cuts. 

The sea and estuary water are sensitive to pollution and constantly 

monitored.  The sea wall has been strengthened and an improved flood 

defence system is planned. 

  

B5: Pride of place 
   

 Signage & Art – local artist Roger Gibson made 

attractive new signs to help visitors find the 

beach from the station and town 

 Beach art by Paul Burton 

 The underpass is being painted  

 Exmouth has lamp posts and bus shelters with a 

sea theme 

 Interpretation signs for our project for the bank and the 

Colony verge  

Jenny & Elaine at a  

beach clean up/knees up 
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C: Community participation - C1: Development & continuity 

  

  Bloom initiative 

 Our policy is to spend the money we raise on plants of various kinds in 

projects around Exmouth.  If we don’t have the money, we prune the projects 

 We source our annual plants from Jacksons (Honiton), Boyce’s of Manstree, 

Rod Pooley at Bristol; perennials from Dayspring Nurseries, Urban & Rural Plants 

(Matford); trees from Plants Direct (Kenton); seeds from Emorsgate; instaplant 

fish from Kernock Park .  These suppliers ensure quality.  

 We also raise plants ourselves, and members of the 

community donate some too 

 New fundraising initiatives are invented each year,  

eg notecards last year; bags this year 

 We can apply for community grants eg Groundworks 

 New helpers - quote from Western Morning News: 

“300,000 Bloom volunteers work 10.9 million hours each year, costing £70million 

if they were paid the minimum wage” 
  

  Ongoing projects 

 Bedding plants are in our signature boats, tubs, troughs and planters – our 

helpers plant them; most are sponsored by local groups 

 The roundabout at the end of Marine Way has mainly perennial planting; it’s a 

year old now and is being assessed 

 DCC planted the underpass bed with trees and shrubs; we maintain it 

 Two beds in Salterton Road were rescued from being grassed over by the 

Council.  We work with local residents to maintain them 
  

 New planting 

 Fish bed, Bapton Lane park – 3 raised beds, 3 troughs on the station 

platform, the garden at Pete’s Dragons, wildflowers and bulbs in grot spots 

 trees, shrubs and wildflowers in Marine Way bank to give year-round colour 

 We spot neglected areas or are asked to help 

 Success breeds success – we’ve just acquired a new sponsor, Grapevine pub 

 Devon & Cornwall Rail Partnership and ALRUG want our help at the station 

 We learn from others – how’s this from Mrs Higham?  A raised bed for 

vegetables 

surrounded by 

pockets for herbs 

and hand tools – 

no need to bend 

(the pockets are 

made from shoe 

storage bags) 
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C2: Communication & education 
 

  Publicity materials 

 We now have our own 

noticeboard in Manor 

Gardens for posters, 

made by Men’s Shed 

 We put a display in the 

library each year just 

before the AGM 
  

  Press coverage – the 

Exmouth Journal is 

very supportive and 

reports on us every 

month at least (see page 27)  

  Schools 

 We explain the process when we 

plant with the children and encourage 

their school garden clubs.  

 Committee member Graham Bell has designed two school gardens.  

 There are categories for best child’s garden and best school garden in our 

local competition 
  

  Awareness & understanding 

 Our website describes what we do 

with news items and future events 

www.exmouthinbloom.org.uk 

 We use social media - Facebook & 

Positive Exmouth 

 Friends receive three newsletters 

per year to keep them informed 

 The Chairman and/or Treasurer give talks to groups: U3A, Inner Wheel, 

Brixington Ladies Getaway Group, Hardy Plant Society Devon Group, Probus 

(both Exmouth & Budleigh), Explorer Scouts 

 The Chairman has been interviewed on Radio Devon & Bay FM 

 We’ve hung the national finalists banner on railings along Marine Way 
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C3: Community involvement 

 We work with a wide range of people: 

 3-year olds at the Preschool (see June page 12) 

 Rainbows at the station (see June page 12) 

 Brownies and Rainbows painting competition: the 

theme was Flowers for the Queen – this is the winning 

entry by Holly Bell, aged 8.  We will use it as a thank 

you card for our supporters. 

 Primary schools planting in Manor Gardens (page 25) 

 Explorer Scouts planting troughs & bulbs, and 

making seed bombs (see October page 6) 

 Gateway Club for adults with learning difficulties plant 

up a tub for us 

 Adult helpers, Friends, sponsors, entrants in the 

garden competition, charities (Rotary, Inner Wheel, 

Freemasons, Pete’s Dragons), local businesses 

 The Mayor presents prizes for us; Cllr Humphries cuts 

grass for us.  Quote from the Mayor’s New Year message: 

“Exmouth in Bloom did a wonderful job this year.  The 

town and gardens looked beautiful; they deserve their 

award and have our thanks and support for next year.” 

 Town Council – together we produced the Floral Trail 

leaflet for visitors 

 EDDC StreetScene’s Mike Vine – always helpful  

 Identifying special people eg Eileen Rock, former 

Bloom secretary, presents the cup for best community 

effort in our competition.  She asked us to replace a 

cherry tree outside her bungalow, for the benefit of her 

housebound neighbours. She dedicated it to her late 

husband and daughter at her 90th birthday party. 
   

 IYN – the number has doubled from three to six last 

year.  It’s good to see groups gardening together.  We 

share plants and labour, and sometimes funding. 

 

 South West Water employees will repaint the 

underpass this month as part of their community 

service work 

Colin and Bob putting mypex and gravel round 

trees in IYN Littlemead to suppress the weeds 
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Schools designing and planting flower beds in Manor Gardens 

Bassetts Farm School 

Brixington School 

Exeter Road 

“The children really enjoyed their time at 

Manor gardens and we had lots of discussion 

on the walk back to Marpool. 

Thank you again to everyone for their help 

and enthusiasm and we look forward to 

visiting the park 

again soon to see 

how the planting 

has developed.”  

 

Marpool 

School 
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C4: Year-round involvement 
January 

AGM & plan for the future 

Display in library 

February 

General maintenance – particularly 

clear brambles and ivy 

Attend SW in Bloom Spring seminar 

Plant trees and shrubs 

March 

Sow seeds of plants to sell 

General maintenance of flower areas 

Liaise with schools to design flower 

beds for Manor Gardens 

Annual launch of Friends scheme 

April 

Organise hanging baskets  

Remove winter bedding 

Prepare beds for summer planting 

Choose school designs for Manor 

Gardens beds 

May 

Plant summer bedding & new beds 

Rainbows and Brownies painting 

competition 

Plant sales at Exmouth Carnival 

Spring Fun Day and Exmouth Festival 

June 

Put out hanging baskets and troughs 

Plant with schools in Manor Gardens 

Plant at Preschool & with Rainbows 

Re-paint boats 

Organise local gardening competition 

Produce portfolio 

July 

South West in Bloom judging for St 

Bridget’s Cup 

Judge local competition entries 

Street collection (not every year) 

August 

Notification of prize winners in local 

competition 

Organise local presentation evening 

Outing to a garden with all helpers 

September 

South West in Bloom presentation 

event 

Schools prize-giving at Kings 

Remove hanging baskets and troughs 

Remove summer bedding and plant 

for spring displays 

October 

Plant bulbs 

Plant with Explorer Scouts, Rainbows 

and Preschool 

Order summer bedding plants 

Local presentation evening 

Take part in Exmouth Carnival 

November 

Plant bulbs in pots to sell 

December 

Plant stall at Christmas Cracker 

Christmas meal 

All year round 

Take photographs 

General maintenance of planted beds 

Monthly committee meetings 

Talks to groups and on local radio 
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C4: Year-round involvement – Press Coverage 
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C5: Funding & support 

The group finds its funding from a variety of sources: 
  

 Exmouth Town Council give us a grant which we use to buy summer plants 

 The “Friends of Exmouth in Bloom” also contribute over £1700 to the 

funding.  The membership fee is £5 per year per person and £10 per year 

for a business or an organisation.  Three newsletters each year tell the 

Friends how we’ve spent their money. 

 Traders and businesses within the town contribute to 

70 hanging baskets, and give donations and sponsorship 

 Exmouth Rotary sponsor the boats along Marine Way 

 The committee raises money from plant sales 

 We take part in the annual carnival procession and 

make a collection 

 The committee produces a calendar which is on sale at 

various outlets throughout the town and which raises 

over £1,000 each year. 

 We also sell notecards and shopping bags made from recycled fabric  

  
 Summary of the 2015 accounts: 

 Income:     Expenditure: 

 Town Council  £4000  Plants   £7500 

 Plant sales  £2000  Watering  £2500 

 Friends scheme £1800  Hanging baskets £  800 

 Donors/sponsors £1700  Floral Trail leaflet £  500 

 Hanging baskets £1500  Admin/hospitality £  500 

 Calendar sales £1200       

    £12,200     £11,800 
  

 Some supporters give us goods instead of money, eg paint for the boats 

from Wilson’s Paints, wallflowers and use of bore hole from Kings Garden 

Centre, and composted wood chip from East Devon Tree Care. 
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   We found a project that fits this campaign. 

 Pete’s Dragons is an Exmouth charity offering 

 support to families affected by suicide. They have 

 bought a house to make a holiday home, and we are 

 doing the garden, which is empty. 

for health and happiness 

We strimmed the grass, 

pruned the shrubs, weeded, 

emptied and restocked the 

troughs, and various pots, 

hung a basket at the door. 
  

We put another basket and 

2 troughs in the back yard 

where the fundraisers can 

see them. 
  

The first families arrive in August and there will 

be plenty of colour to enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before 

During 

After 
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Greening the grey: some before and after photos of the grot spots 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

5: Conclusion 
  

 It’s been a successful year for fundraising, new people, new projects, 

new planting, and positive comments from the public 

 We aim to replace the annuals with perennial planting in the autumn at 

the station, the fish bed and the Bapton Lane park raised beds 

 We want to work more with teenagers at the Community College 
  

Old Bystock Drive verge sown with wildflowers, dwarf grass, planted with recycled bulbs  

Bed by the underpass created in July 2015 with trees and shrubs 

Neglected corner filled 

with perennials 
Herb bed in car park 

One of three troughs on station 

platform planted in red, white & 

blue with a gold crown 



 

 
 

Pride of Exmouth 

 

Pelargonium 'Pride of Exmouth', a zonal 

pelargonium, was raised by Mrs A Hitchen of 

103 Salterton Road, Exmouth.  It was first 

exhibited, as a novel variety, by the Surrey 

Pelargonium Society at the Royal Botanic 

Garden, Kew, in June 1926 at which it was 

awarded a Reserve Medal.  Mrs Hitchen 

clearly wanted to maintain her plant’s 

association with its birthplace and the title 

deeds of 103 Salterton Road state that: 

"The vendor requests that six plants in good 

condition be given freely and in perpetuity to 

each succeeding title holder in order that 

the species be preserved".  But she could not 

foresee that the house might remain empty 

for months.  The new owners found one very 

tall, single-stemmed and straggly plant in 

bone dry compost, labelled, on a window sill.  Local Plant Heritage member, Roger 

Stuckey, successfully took cuttings and now Exmouth in Bloom has sufficient 

plants to ensure the variety’s survival. 

 

Magnolia grandiflora 'Exmouth'

The plant collector Mark Catesby, 

the first in North America, 

brought M. grandiflora to Britain in 

1726, where it entered cultivation 

and overshadowed M. virginiana, 

which had been collected a few years 

earlier. It was glowingly described by 

Philip Miller in his 1731 work The 

Gardeners' Dictionary. One of the 

earliest people to cultivate it in 

Europe was Sir John Colleton, former administrator of South 

Carolina, in his garden in Exeter Road. Scaffolding and tubs 

surrounded his tree, where gardeners propagated its 

branches by layering, the daughter plants initially selling for 

five guineas each (about £500 today).  You can see magnolia 

grandiflora ‘Exmouth’ growing next to the TSB bank in the 

Strand.   It is also incorporated in the town’s coat of arms. 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Catesby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnolia_virginiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Layering


 

 
 

 


